AUSTRALASIA HINDU COALITION SUBMISSION TO NZ CENSOR BOARD 21 MARCH 2022


Dear Censor Board and relevant authorities,

The blockbuster film, The Kashmir Files, due for release on New Zealand screens 24th March 2022 was withdrawn last week by the NZ Censor Board for further classification and review after complaints from Muslim groups. 
In over 1 billion screenings there has not been a single hate crime committed by Hindus against Muslims as alleged in the complaints. 
Neither an explanation was offered by the Censor Board, nor even a notice. The film was withdrawn ad hoc without community consultation. It did not request views of: Kashmir Pandits diaspora (who are the victims shown in this movie), Hindu community, the wider community, or Kashmiri Muslim dissidents who support the film and are brave enough to stand up to the terrorism inside Kashmir and are witness to Kashmir Pandit massacres -- see (Beigh, 2022).
Instead, the Censor Board took opinions of people who have taken ownership without consultation, of how Hindu stories are told, and how Islamist terrorism is portrayed to New Zealand citizens and how Muslims should think about the film despite none of their community having watched it. 

Danger of not screening the film
The arguments against the film tacitly condone terrorism in Kashmir by negating responsibility of separatist terror groups, attempting to shut down and silence minorities targeted by terrorists and to rewrite the history of Kashmir sanitised of the violent impact of terrorism on the valley, this time since 1931.
The complainants further endorse views of separatist terrorists depicted in the film by their Hinduphobic stereotypes that repeat talking points of Kashmiri separatist terrorists.
Last December terrorists targeted and killed Hindus, a Sikh and a Muslim over allegations they had connections to ‘Hindutva’ causing 3000 government workers to leave the valley in fear.
The complaints are unsubstantiated. We submit our response point by point.

Complaints
1. ‘Muslims in NZ’ Facebook group
This group called members to send emails from their template[footnoteRef:1].   [1:  Annexure A] 

Allegations raised in the post (numbered) and our response (lettered):
1. Claim: The movie is ‘Islamophobic’, violent and graphic.

a. Graphic violence is covered by appropriate classification and R16 was approved.
b. A definition of Islamophobia cannot be accepted that bans recognition or portrayal of graphic violence and terrorism for fear of harming ‘Muslim’ sentiments. (UN, 2022)

2. Claim: The movie is ‘supported by Hindutva elements’.

a. Terrorists in Kashmir continue to attack civilians on the basis of alleged loyalty to either ‘Hindutva or the Indian State’. 
b. The argument repeats terrorist propaganda. 
c. Hindus of NZ have been vilified by scholars and activists in New Zealand as ‘terrorists’ using the terms Hindutva and VHP suggesting they are a security risk to NZ and Australia which is by definition Hinduphobia. (OUP, 2021)

3. Claim: It is ‘to raise anti-Muslims and anti-Kashmiri sentiments’.

a. Hindus of Kashmir ARE the aboriginal culture and community of Kashmir for 5000+ years. The film documents ‘anti-Kashmiri’ and ‘anti-Hindu’ sentiment. 
b. We reject that portrayal of anti-Hindu violence equates to raising ‘anti-Muslim violence’.
c. Both Kashmiri Muslims and Kashmir Hindus are the victims of Islamist terrorism in the valley and whilst this film portrays scenes leading to Hindu ethnic cleansing, it should not be accepted that a failure to tell the story of Muslim victims is automatically anti-Muslim. Muslims of Kashmir are depicted in every news article on Kashmir while Hindu voices have not been heard to date and they have a right to justice.
d. The film tells the true story of victims on behalf of survivors who are still today in exile and approve of the film by consensus. Their story, however hurtful, must be told. We do not restrict historic accounts of British colonialism to protect the feelings of people who might look like them. That would negate and silence the victims.

4. Claim: The movie is controversial.

a. This is not true and is not even a sufficient reason to ban the movie. The movie is based on documented real events the research for which was done for 2.5 to 3 years.

5. Claim: As a ‘concerned citizen and Muslim I am worried that there [a] could be a rise in Islamophobia and hate toward Muslims in Aotearoa [b] by the NZ Hindutva groups which is [c] already seen in India’. (Letter template)

a. No evidence is provided as to why Muslims should veto a film about Hindu victims of Islamist terrorism, nor how this film would cause hatred toward a community that are not part of or responsible for the events. 
b. It stereotypes and accuses New Zealand Hindus of hatred toward Muslims. The complaint demonstrates Hinduphobia:

i. It muzzles Hindu freedom of expression and FOE in general.
ii. Anti Hindu violence is silenced.
iii. Members of the victim class are accused of ‘pre-crime’ attacks against Muslims who ‘fear’ them – irrationally aka ‘phobia’. 
iv. It is the Muslim groups conflating Kashmiri terrorists with Muslims, arguing that depiction of terrorism is Islamophobic – not Hindus.

2. The Federation of Islamic Associations of New Zealand
A letter from The Federation of Islamic Associations of New Zealand dated 18 March 2022 makes similar accusations[footnoteRef:2]: [2:  Annexure B] 

1. Claim: The Kashmir Files has resulted in serious and widespread anti-Muslim and anti-Kashmir sentiments in India.

a. No evidence is provided for this claim. Over 1 billion people have watched this movie across different continents USA, Europe, India and Australia and there has not been any, NOT EVEN ONE, incident of this nature. 
2. Claim: The film is ‘promoted globally by Hindu Right Wing groups such as RSS and VHP both overseas and in Aotearoa.

a. The film is distributed by Zee Films and I Am Buddha, neither of whom are political organisations. They are not ‘RSS’ or ‘VHP’ either.
b. AFICNZ do not state why it is problematic for NZ VHP or other Hindus to promote a film.

3. Claim: ‘The film is promoting widespread hate and social discord in India’.

a. This claim is not substantiated.

4. Claim: Gregory Stanton of Genocide Watch has issued a ‘genocide alert for Kashmir’[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  Annexure C] 


a. The Genocide Watch alert accepts the basis of claims made in the movie (Genocide-Watch, 2019):

i. “In 1984, Kashmiri Muslim youth began demonstrations for Kashmiri indigenous self-determination that were crushed by Indian armed forces.  Riots destroyed Hindu properties in 1986; armed Muslim insurgents targeted Hindus in 1989; and in 1990, over 100,000 Hindu pandits fled from Kashmir.”

b. The ‘alert’ refers to a 1947 UN document and evades the more recent UN Simla agreement, failing to address the decades long invasion of India by Pakistan and that the condition of any plebiscite was the withdrawal of Pakistan troops from Indian International territory. (Gandhi & Bhutto, 1972) 

c. The film is about Kashmir Pandit ethnic cleansing not about Muslims and has nothing to do with the claims made of Gregory Stanton, a lobbyist who appears on pro-Kashmiri separatist panels regularly and whose impartiality to the terrorist agenda is dubious.


5. Claim: ‘A fictitious genocide of Kashmir Pandits is to make genocide of Muslims in the future acceptable and necessary’.

a. The source referred to by AFICNZ of Stanton supports the fictionalised events based on true stories.
b. In 700 years a fully indigenous Hindu state has been reduced to 1% of the population and the attacks have not stopped. This is, by definition, a genocide – even applying Stanton’s 10 stages. Hindus are in the final stage.
c. It is highly offensive to claim Hindu victims of ethnic cleansing in 1990 and over 700 years, by the destruction of their genes, should stand accused, a trial by Censor Board, of making up their experience so that they can render genocide acceptable against Muslims. This is Hinduphobia.
d. The movie is based on documented real events, the research for which has been done for 2.5 to 3 years.

6. Claim: Evidence of ‘CJ Werlemen’.

a. CJ Werleman is a hostile anti-Hindu and anti Semitic lobbyist in the USA with no academic credibility who still profits from Islamophobic books.

7. Claim: A video of a man after a film screening ‘calls for Hindu men to abduct, marry and impregnate Muslim women so that Hindu babies can be harvested from Muslim wombs.[footnoteRef:4]’ [4:  Annexure D with verbatim translation By Ash Raina of Global Kashmir Pandit Diaspora] 


a. This is not what the video says.
b. Nobody in the audience aside from the person, filming from the moment he stands up, knows who he is.
c. Hindus of NZ should not pay by censorship for the actions of 1/1.1billion people. There is more chance of being eaten by a shark and still the beaches are open.

8. Claim: This is ‘one example of an alarming trend’.

a. No other examples are given from 1.1 billion viewers.

9. Claim: [Therefore] ‘the film will cause further social discord in Aotearoa…fuel Islamophobic hate…disrupt all our efforts to create a cohesive society’.

a. On what basis does any of this have to do with New Zealand citizens attacking New Zealand Muslims?

10. Claim: March 15 a man killed 52 Muslims [Christchurch Mosque attacks].

a. This has nothing to do with the film.

11. Claim: Screening the film shows insensitivity to the feelings of Muslims in New Zealand.

a. If Muslims in New Zealand do not want Islamist terrorism on their screens because it hurts their feelings and want to prevent the entire country viewing it to protect them from white supremacists, there should be evidence from Australia, Germany, the UK, America and other western countries demonstrating a Christchurch like scenario.

b. The only argument is that one unknown Indian yelled after a screening.

c. Showing Islamist terrorism cannot be rightfully accepted as Islamophobia because, as we are all very well aware, Muslims and Islam are not to be associated with Islamist extremists.

We submit herewith a letter with 2000 signatures.

Sincerely,

Global Kashmir Pandit Diaspora Australia (GKPD)
Kashmir Pandits Australia (KPA)
Hindu Human Rights Australia (HHR)
Australian Hindu Association (AHA)
Hindu Council of Australia (HCA)

Contacts: Ash Raina (GKPD) Brisbane II +61 403 208 908 II ashutosh.raina@gmail.com II
Sarah L Gates (HHR) II +61 478 602 772 II contact@hinduhumanrights.com.au II
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Annexure C
Allegations of Genocide of majority Muslims in Kashmir are not founded on population growth or demographic data and should not be used to stifle discourse on ethnic cleansing of Hindus.
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https://www.censusindia.gov.in/2011census/PCA/A-2_Data_Tables/01%20A-2%20J%20&%20K.pdf
Useful charts are found here: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/share-of-muslims-and-hindus-in-jk-population-same-in-1961-2011-censuses/


South Asia Terror Portal civilian deaths are due to ongoing terrorism, not ‘Hindus’ or the Governments (SATP, 2022)
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Annexure D
Twitter video circulated on social media made by unknown persons unrelated to crowd. This gets no support from the audience, and they are clearly embarrassed by the outpouring.
Link to video uploaded privately to YouTube here: https://youtu.be/OWrMYyyyJXQ
Claim of AFICNZ:
“Calls for Hindu men to abduct, marry and impregnate Muslim women so that Hindu babies can be harvested from Muslim wombs.”
Literal translation:
“If our young boys, aged 20 or 25 start marrying Muslim girls, then in three generations their population will be less. Marry their girls and bear less kids. We are watching here, and they are busy in their homes putting more of them into the world.”
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Assalam u Alaikum everyone,

An Islamophobic Indian movie, "the Kashmir Files",
a violent and graphic movie,

which is supported by Hindutva elements to raise
anti-Muslim and anti-Kashmiri sentiments in India
will be screened in NZ THIS WEEKEND.

Please write to NZ Police and other relevant
organisations to stop its screening and to ensure
this doesn't happen again.

You may use the below template and reword it if
needed.

Jazakallah khair

To

The officer-in-charge

NZ Police

I would like to bring to your attention that a
controversial Indian movie, the Kashmir Files, a
violent and graphic movie,

which is supported by Hindutva elements to raise
anti-Muslim and anti-Kashmiri sentiments in India
will be screened

inNZ.
https://www.eventcinemas.co.nz/Movie/The-Kash
mir-Files#date=2022-03-24.

As a concerned citizen and a Muslim, | am worried
that there could be rise in Islamophobia and hate
towards Muslims

in Aotearoa by the NZ Hindutva groups which is
already seen in India
(https://www.siasat.com/the-kashmir-files
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18 March 2022

Rt Hon Jacinda Ardern
Prime Minister
Parliament Buildings
Wellington

Dear Prime Minister
Kia Ora and Assalaamu Alaikum (Peace Be Upon You)

| am writing to you on behalf of FIANZ, the umbrella Muslim organisation in New
Zealand, to raise our concerns regarding the Indian movie “The Kashmir Files”, which
| note is scheduled to be screened in cinemas in Aotearoa New Zealand. This film
has already resulted in serious and widespread anti-Muslim and anti-Kashmiri
sentiments in India.

It is relevant to note that “The Kashmir Files" is being promoted globally by Hindu
Right Wing groups such as RSS and VHP both overseas and here in Aotearoa New
Zealand. The purpose of this movie is to undermine Kashmiri and Indian Muslims in
general, as well as inciting hatred against Muslims in India and globally, including
here in Aotearoa New Zealand.

Currently, the movie is promoting widespread hate and social discord in India,
identified by the President of Genocide Watch, Gregory Stanton, as an at-risk country
for genocide targeting Muslims. Genocide Watch has already issued a Genocide Alert
for Kashmir. The Kashmir Files is a movie which promotes a false narrative around a
fictitious genocide against the Hindu population of Kashmir, most probably to make
any impending genocide of Kashmiri Muslims acceptable and necessary. You can
learn more about the movie in this 10 min video from the Australian journalist C J
Werlemann at the following link:

https://www.youtube com/watch?v=aAigkJ9 0PU

The Islamophobic hate triggered by The Kashmir Files can be exemplified by
emerging social media threads including a video which shows a young man rising
from his seat as the credits of the film roll onscreen and who then makes a short,
passionate speech. In this speech he exhorts Hindu men to abduct, marry and
impregnate Muslim women so that Hindu babies may be harvested from Muslim
wombs. This is just one example of an alarming trend.

We are concerned that this film will cause further social discord in Aotearoa New
Zealand as well as fuel Islamophobic hate, seriously disrupting all our efforts to create
a cohesive society.

T.464 43878023 | F.+64 4 3878024 7-11 Queens Drive, Kilbirnie, Wellington 6022
info@fianz.com | www.fianz.com PO Box 14155, Wellington 6241, New Zealand
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Three years ago, on March 15, our community paid a terrible price when a man filled
with hatred murdered 51 Muslims while they were praying at two Mosques in
Christchurch. The continued screening of this movie shows an incredible insensitivity
to the feelings of the local Muslim community and will also actively promote hatred
amongst communities in New Zealand. We urge you to take positive action and stop
the screening of The Kashmir Files throughout New Zealand.

We appreciate your consideration of this matter and look forward to a response at
your earliest convenience.

Kind Regards

Yours sincerely,

kL

IBRAR SHEIKH
PRESIDENT
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A-2 DECADAL VARIATION IN POPULATION SINCE 1901

State [District [State/Distrct Census | Persons | ariztion since the preceding | MaIes | _Females
Code |code ear; census
Absolute | Percentage

N 3 0 s 6 7 0 5

0L 000  IAMMUSKASHMIR 1901 2139362 . 1136766 10,02,59
1911 2985 453173 4716 1222305 1070230
1921 2626359 +13182 4575 1296205 1128156
1931 2670208 4245849 41014 1431801 1238407
1041 2946728 4276520 41036 1577021 1369707
1951 3253852 43,0712 41042 1736827  1517,025
1961 3560976 4307124 4944 1896633 1664303
1971 4616632 +10,55656 12965 2058315 2158317
1981 5987389 +13,70,757 42969 3164660 2822729
1991 7837051  +1849,662 43089 4142082 3694969
2001 10043700 42306649 42943 536092 4782774

2011 12541302 +2397,602 42364 6640662  59,00,640
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